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J a n u a r y  
2 01 7  

       Sunday  
Worship 
Schedule 

 
 

Celebration Worship 
Service at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Classic Worship 

Service at 10:30 a.m. 
 

*************** 
 

Sunday Morning 
Education 

 
Adult Sunday School 
   9 a.m. Parlor 
 

Children’s Sunday School 
   9 a.m. Benedict Hall 
 

Children’s Sunday School     
   & Joy Singers 
   10:30 a.m. Benedict Hall 
 

Middle School & High   
   School Breakfast Club  
   10:30 a.m. Benedict Hall 
 
 
 

 
 

Yarn Happening 
January 8 & 22  

11:45 a.m. Join in the fun 
of knitting or crocheting 

All skill levels are  
welcome! 

 
 

 T H E  E P I S T L E  

EPIPHANY -  
a manifestation of a divine being  
 
In the church, we have 12 days of Christmas, followed by Epiphany on 
January 6

th
.  This is not one of those changing dates; it’s always January 6

th
. 

The text of Matthew of the coming of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12) is 
celebrated on this day.  If we want to celebrate it during our worship 
services, we will choose a Sunday near January 6

th
.  This year we’ll 

celebrate Epiphany on January 1
st
 at the morning worship service (one 

service at 10:30am).   
 
We often observe the Epiphany as the arrival 
of the wise men.  In the earliest Christian 
traditions, it began a period that celebrated 
the incarnation and baptism of Christ. So at 
our January 8

th
 services, we celebrate Holy 

Communion and also remember our own 
baptism. Do you know when you were 
baptized, officially adopted as God’s child? If 
you haven’t been baptized, consider talking 
with Pastor Joyce! 

Join us for a Celebration  
    of our church family!  
 
January 15th  
Noon - Parlor 
 
Following our 10:30 service on the 15th we will 
gather in Benedict Hall for a soup and sandwich  lunch and a time to receive 2016 
end of the year reports, review the budget for 2017 and make plans for the coming 
year.  This is a meeting that needs all the voices in the congregation.   
 

A team from our Church Council is planning this event which will include some time 
to get to know others from the church, learn of the scope of the ministry of          
Fairwood Community UMC and maybe get excited about where God is leading 
us...maybe even in new directions.  If you would like to help with the meal, set up 
or clean up - or have some great ideas for this gathering check with Pastor Joyce. 

    F a i r w o o d  C o m mu n i ty  
U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  
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Chasing the Wild Goose 

Pastor Joyce O’Connor-Magee  
 
     We come to the end of 
our calendar year - and just 
a month into our liturgical 
year.  For the church it is still Christmastide and 
we have yet to come to Epiphany - the 12th day 
of Christmas.    When I look back over the last 
year I think the lesson I was given - still trying to 
learn -  is that faster is not always better.  One of 
my best weeks in 2016 was the week I spent 
with the sisters of St. Gertrude’s in Cottonwood, 
Idaho.  Many of the sisters had lived out in the 
world as nurses and teachers.  Upon retirement 
they “came home” to the beautiful monastery on 
the Camas Prairie.  I found them to be bright and 
insightful and centered.  I also noticed that they 
took things at a very different pace.  At times it 
was frustrating to sing with them in their slow and 
methodical way. It took me a few days to fall into 
their rhythm not my own.  Each morning after a 
silent breakfast I would follow them up a long 
steep stairway to chapel.  They didn’t run up the 
stairs. There was plenty of time  and as some 
have issues with knees and joints (like I do) they 
took it rather slowly.  I found following them was 
easier at their pace.    Somehow we always got 
to church on time! 
    We have come through a difficult year - not 
only national politics have impacted our lives but 
illness, struggles, deaths and divorce have also 
touched our lives.  There are things to be done 
and a energy that feels like panic.  But the sisters 
of St. Gertrude are still teaching us that a life well 
lived needs time for silence, for community, for 
consideration.  So does the life of a church.  On 
January ?? We will gather as a family to share in 
potluck.  We will do some reflection about last 
year.  We will meet new family members and 
spend some time with long time friends.  Before 
we race into a new year it is time to consider 
what we have done and what God has done in 
us.  Then we need to consider where we are 
going into a new year.  
    I am so grateful to be a part of this church.  My 
friends Carrie and Mariah have reminded me this 
last month how blessed it is to find a church that 
cares deeply, loves passionately, opens itself to 
new ideas  and finds meaning through music and 
mission.  What delights and wonders and 
challenges we will face in 2017, together!    
 
 

Contact Information 
Office Hours 9-12, 1-4 M-Th  9-12 Fridays 
  
Office 425-228-4577   Pastor’s Cell 509-389-1406 
 

Web site:  www.fairwoodumc.org 
 

Pastor Joyce O’Connor-Magee     pastor@fairwoodumc.org 
 

Office Manager, Joletta Holman     office@fairwoodumc.org  

  
 

Joy Singers  
Joy Singers Children’s 
choir will resume during 
Joy School on January 
8

th
. We will rehearse 

each Sunday in 
January and sing in 
church in February. All 
grade school age 
children are invited to join us during the 10:30 
Joy School hour. If you have any questions 
contact Bill & Lori McEwen at 
bill.mcewen@comcast.net. 
 

BAPTISMS IN DECEMBER 
 

December 18th 
Aleyna Malaya Chinn-Johnson 
 

December 25th 
Noni Mary Wilson 
Lucas Jeremy Wilson 
Caroline Grace Wilson 
Vivian Rose Wilson 
  

We also welcomed three new members on           
Christmas Morning:  

Irene Monson  – Irene lives in Fairwood Greens and 
is transferring her membership from Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church in Bellevue. Irene is retired 
from Windermere Real Estate where she worked as 
Office Manager for 25 years. She has three adult 
daughters and seven grandchildren.  
 

Jeremy and Noni Wilson – Noni and Jeremy are 
joining Fairwood on Confession of Faith. They and 
their three children – Luke, Caroline and Vivian live 
in Carriagewood. Luke is in 5th grade; Caroline 2nd; 
and Vivian is in Kindergarten at Rainier Christian 
Valley School. The girls are alumne of Joyful Hearts 
Preschool. Noni works as an accountant and 
bookkeeper for two Presbyterian Churches part-time; 
and Jeremy works as a Graphic Operator for Fox 

mailto:bill.mcewen@comcast.net
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Seattle District Training Day 

It's Time to Change 
January 28th, 2017 

Renton First UMC 
2201 NE 4th St, Renton, WA   

8am - 4pm 
 
Our goal is to bring together 150 folks, hopefully a goodly 
contingent of younger adults and to motivate and inspire 
them to be change agents in their churches and mission 
fields. We will be successful if each session creates prior-
ity change in the one attending, and then have that per-
son infect their congregation. Anything less than that is 
just ...business as usual. We need to become unusual. 
 
For more information and registration: https://time-to-

change.eventbrite.com 

Seattle District UMC will host.... 

 Blanket of Fear  

Sunday, January 22 - 3 pm 
  

Blaine Memorial UMC 
3001  24th Avenue South 

Seattle - 98144 
 

Charged with aiding and abetting a for-
eign terrorist organization, an incarcer-

ated grade school teacher, her immigrant mother-in-
law, and her public defender must search for an-
swers in their past to secure an unknown future. 

  
http://www.tribes-project.com/blanket-of-fear/ 

for information about the performance. 
 

Following this thought provoking play there will be 
refreshments, discussion, and reflection with the 
cast of the performance, as well as with leaders 
from our Seattle District. Free will offering will be 
taken. 
 

 

SIGN UP NOW FOR FLOWERS 
 

The new, 2016 flower chart is on the kiosk in the 

narthex.  Please sign-up to bring flowers for a         

special occasion... birthdays, anniversaries, or        

perhaps in memory of a loved one. 

SUMMER CAMP 2017 REGISTRATION OPEN  
 

Summer Camp dates for 2017 are posted and  
REGISTRATION IS OPEN! Click on the camp 
you would like to visit to find out about your         
favorite camp, including prices, ages, dates, 
and much more. Questions?  
 

http://pnwcamps.org/register-coming-soon/ 
 

Questions about camps?  
 Ask Pastor Joyce or Pastor Carrie 

 
Please check out the  

SANDCASTLE  
FAMILY CAMP  

July 13-16, 2017 Ocean Park  

 

This camp coincides with Sandsations, a 
sand castle extravaganza in nearby Long 
Beach, WA. See masters at work when you 
take a stroll down the beach, then try out 
what you see in peace and quiet on Ocean 
Park’s secluded beach. You will have the op-
portunity to try out all that camp has to offer, 
including kayaking, zip line, archery, and 
crafts, with plenty of time to take a walk or go 
for ice cream with your family. All ages are 
welcome at this intergenerational program, so 
call a friend and sign up today!  You can 
camp, bring your RV or “rough it” in motel 
style rooms!  Check in with Pastor Joyce who 
is rumored to be repeating her role as dean!  
 

Dealing with the joy & challenges 

of older parents?   
 

Pastor Joyce would like to identify adults in 

the congregation who are dealing with the 

needs of their older parents.  It is a blessing 

to have them still with us but also at times a 

struggle to know how to do  

the best for them.  If you  

are interested in a  

group to listen and  

support others who  

deal with their aging  

parents please let  

Pastor know!   

 

http://www.tribes-project.com/blanket-of-fear/
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Confirmation Parent 
Meeting 

Pastor Joyce and Donna 
Stock plan to start 
Confirmation classes for our 
7th and 8th grade youth soon. 
We expect to meet on 
Wednesday evenings 7:00 – 
8:30pm, starting February 8th. 

On Wednesday, January 25th, at 7:00pm, we 
invite any parents to ask questions and find out 
more about the Confirmation program this year. 
 

Breakfast Club 
The Middle School youth will 
finish looking at Old Testament 
themes during January. Come 
join us to better understand the 
Prophets, Psalms, Job or what 
happened in the world between what we have 
in the Old Testament and the New Testament. 
In January Senior High Breakfast Club will be 
exploring what it means to PRAISE God. We 
will be using the Psalms and other sources to 
better understand why and how to praise God. 
Join us to dig deeper into the Old Testament 
and what it can tell us about our relationship 
with God. Remember to sign up for Breakfast 
goodies; without food, it is just ‘Club’. 
Middle School Youth Leader:  Donna Stock  
Senior High Youth Leader: Curt Stock 

 
Youth Vocal Band 
Youth Vocal Band will rehearse January 15th 
and 22nd from 5:30 to 6:30 pm in the 
Sanctuary. All 6th - 12th graders are welcome 
to join us as we work on contemporary songs to 
sing in church in February. 
Leaders:  Bill and Lori McEwen 
 

Mystery Lock-In 
Murder Among the Mateys: As our young 
pirates celebrate their homecoming and spend 
their newfound gold, a night of turmoil and 
trouble is sure to transpire. Join us on February 
3rd for a night of fun at our murder mystery lock 
in. Contact Amy for additional details. 
Youth Group Leader:  Amy Keogh 
 

 

January Youth Calendar 
 

01/08 Sunday 

10:30am MS and SH Breakfast Club  
11:45 Youth Council 
5:00pm Youth Group attends Star Wars Movie 
 
01/10 Tuesday 

6:00pm Tuesday Night 
Together (TNT) 
 
01/15 Sunday 

10:30am MS and SH Breakfast 
Club 
5:30pm Youth Vocal Band 
6:30pm Youth Group Sunday Evening 
 
01/21 Saturday 

5:00pm Parents Night In 
 
01/22 Sunday 

10:30am MS and SH Breakfast Club 
5:30pm Youth Vocal Band 
6:30pm Youth Group Sunday Evening 
 

01/25 Wednesday 

7:00pm Confirmation Parent Meeting 

 

01/29 Sunday 

10:30am MS and SH Breakfast Club 
5:00 Chili Cook-Off 
6:30pm Youth Group Sunday Evening 
 

02/03 – 04 Friday 

Mystery Lock-In 

Murder Among the 

Mateys 

 

s 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pirate+mystery+party&view=detailv2&&id=7EC4D3C0799E04AA11D8F09406100C0F6A6A2CC2&selectedIndex=4&ccid=Gl9XyrlF&simid=608022445314998464&thid=OIP.M1a5f57cab9453fe40cc7b0ae1e76a74fo0
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2017 Stewardship Results 
 

A very big thank you for everyone who pledged to the 2017 general budget. 
You have been very generous.   Because of your generosity, the church council will be able to 
support about a $348,000 budget for 2017.  Since we didn’t spend all the income in 2016, we will 
have enough funds to adopt a new budget to support all the ministries at Fairwood Community 
United Methodist Church 
 
I’ve shown below the breakdown on pledges.  There are five new pledges and 44 pledges were 
increased.  There is a net increase of $13,648 in new income for the 2017 budget.  If you haven’t yet 
pledged but would like to do so we will be happy to receive your pledge at any time.  
 
Thank you, thank you. 
 

Jerry Flagel,  Julleen Snyder 
Stewardship, Finance Committee Chairpersons 
 

 
 
       
 

  
 
 
 

106   Pledges   Pledged Amount for 2017  $300,604.00 

Pledge Actions Amount  Pledge amount  
Increase $20,864.00  $158,620.00 45  
Decrease ($6,820.00)  $15,900.00 10  
Same $118,020.00  $118,020.00 45  
New $8,064.00  $8,064.00 6  
Moved ($7,500.00)   3  

    106 Total 
Net Inc/Dec $14,608.00  $300,604.00   

Thank You! 
From the  
   Giving Tree 
 
Every year our Missions Team  

and our youth set up Giving Trees.  

Once again this congregation was so very              

generous bringing in gifts for adults and children 

in our world who struggle with getting by.  Our 

gifts under the Giving Trees were given to our 

neighbors through the Salvation Army and the 

Atlantic Street Center.  This is true Christmas 

giving - to being joy to the hearts of children and 

their parents.  Thank you again for your         

generous hearts - at Christmas all year round.  

Welcome  
Pastor Carrie Bland! 
 

Our church is so glad to 
welcome Carrie Bland as 
our new Pastor of           
Community Life.  Carrie  
is a Local Pastor and a      
recent graduate of SPU 
with her Masters of Divinity.  Some of us 
have known Carrie through her work in camp 
and youth ministries over many years.  She 
will be picking up the tasks that Steve Keita 
had plus additional pastoral leadership.  Her 
goal is full ordination as a pastor in the         
United Methodist Church. Please greet her  
at church or drop by to meet her during her       
office hours, Tuesday and Thursday                
afternoons.  
 

She bring with her energy and joy!   
Please  welcome her to our family of faith.  
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 A Christmas Message from our Bishop  

"Joy to the World. . .   

Let earth receive her king. . ." 

Isaac Watts, 1719 

On the question of who’s in charge, the Bible is 

clear. All kinds of foolishness and evil occur in 

human lives and human history, but God is in 

charge. The one who finds the lost, forgives sin, 

makes highways straight, deserts bloom and 

shines light in the darkness. The way we know that 

God is in charge, isn’t because everything is fine. 

Bad stuff happens all the time.  We know that God 

is in charge because the values of peace, justice, 

kindness are woven into the fabric of our being 

and an alarm sounds when the ways of the world 

stray too far from the way of Jesus. 

And so we sing JOY! in every season because 

even in the darkest times, God tugs people to 

grace and truth, unfailingly, eternally, and will not 

rest until creation thrives, people enjoy abundant 

life, and justice is as natural and unstoppable as a 

river. 

There’s a lot of anxiety about the recent 

presidential election. 

 The role of fake news in shaping public opinion 

 The intrusion of Russia into the process 

 The statements by the FBI director 

 The role of the electoral college 

 The depth of dissatisfaction of Americans with 

government (19% in Nov. 2015) 

 The depth of distrust in the President-elect            

(41-48% since election) 
 

 

 

 

"He rules the world with truth and grace,  

And makes the nations prove the glories of his 

righteousness, and wonders of his love." 
 

Truth, grace and love find their way through an 

uncertain time.  Sing for JOY! 

 

Bishop Elaine JW Stanovsky 

The Epistle is published monthly by Fairwood Community 

United Methodist Church, 15255 SE Fairwood Blvd, Renton, 
Washington 98058  
 

Phone: 425-228-4577,   
E-mail: office@fairwoodumc.org,   
Web site: www.fairwoodumc.org  
Pastor: Joyce O’Connor-Magee  
Newsletter: Joletta Holman  
 

Deadline for copy:  20th day of each month for the following 
month’s news.  

Time to take down  
Christmas 
decorations 
Join us on Saturday, 

January 7
th
 to take down 

and put away the beautiful 

Advent and Christmas 

decorations. We need people to build and climb 

the scaffolding, take down the artificial trees, etc. 

We start about 9:00am and should be done 

before 11:00. Questions? Contact Donna Stock 

or Amy Melvin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Christmas Thank You! 
 
Thank you to the many volunteers who helped 

during our worship services last month. We 

appreciate all the time spent handing out 

bulletins, advancing worship slides, serving 

communion, singing and playing instruments, 

greeting folks, reading liturgy, setting up the 

sanctuary, lighting candles, handing out candles, 

etc! You truly are God’s workers in bringing 

meaningful worship experiences to Fairwood. 
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January 2017   
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        

 1   New Year’s Day 
      Epiphany Sunday   
        One Worship 
     Service at 10:30 
    Rev. Carrie Bland 
     
 
 
 

2    New Year’s Day        
   Holiday Observed -     
       Office Closed 
 
7 Boy Scouts -  
M7, Sanctuary 
 

3 
9:30 Bible Study - Parlor 
 
12 Staff Meeting - Parlor 
 
6 Tuesday Nights 
Together - BH-3 

4 
6:30 Troop 455 Patrol 
Leaders - BH-2 
 
7 Choir practice - 
Sanctuary, choir room 
 
7 Pack Committee -  
BH-5 

5 
10 UMW Board - 
Parlor 
 
7 Trustees - Parlor 

6 
Pastor’s Day Off 
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9-11 Christmas 
Decorations Take
-Down 
 
5 Staff Party - 
Truitts’ home 

8   Communion 
  
9 Celebration Worship 
10:30 Classic Worship 
11:45 Youth Council BH-5 
11:45 Yarn Happening -   
Parlor 
 
5:30 Youth Vocal Band 
6:30 Youth Groups 
 

9 
 
 
7 Boy Scouts -  
M7, Sanctuary 
 
 
  
7 Signs for Glory - Parlor       

10    
 
9:30 Bible Study - Parlor 
 
 
 
 

 
7:30 Study - BH-2 
 
 

11 
 
 
7 Choir practice - 
Sanctuary, choir room 
 
 
  
 

12 

10 UMW General - 
Meeting 
 
7 Church Council - 
Parlor 
 

 
 

 

13 
  Pastor’s Day Off 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
 

15 
9 Celebration Worship 
10:30 Classic Worship 
 

11:45 Heart for Others - 
BH-5 
Noon  Soup & Sandwich 
Lunch - 2017 Church 
Celebration 
 
5:30 Youth Vocal Band 
6:30 Youth Groups  

16 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day - Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 Boy Scouts -  
M7, Sanctuary 
 

17 
 

9:30 Bible Study - Parlor 
 

4 M&E - Parlor 
 
 

6 Tuesday Nights 
Together - BH-3 
 
 
7:30 Study - BH-2 

18 
 
6 Cub Scout Pack 455 
- MPR 
 
6:30 Scoutmasters - 
BH-2 
 
7 Choir practice - 
Sanctuary, choir room 
 
 

19   
 

 
 
7 SPRC - BH-5 
 
 
 
 

 

20  
Pastor’s Day Off  
 
Epistle Deadline 
 
3:30 Voice Studio RH 
- Sanctuary 
 

21 
 
5:30 Parents 
Night In Potluck 
6:30 Program - 
MPR, Parlor 

22 
 

9 Celebration Worship 
10:30 Classic Worship 
 
11:45 Yarn Happening -   
Parlor 
 
5:30 Youth Vocal Band 
6:30 Youth Groups  

23 
 
 
7 Signs for Glory - Parlor       
 
7 Boy Scouts -  
M7, Sanctuary 

24  
9:30 Bible Study - Parlor 
 
 
7 Candlewood/
Carriagewood HOA - 
MPR 
 
 
7:30 Study - BH-2 

25 
 
6:30 Pinewood Derby 
Weigh-in - MPR 
 
7 Choir practice - 
Sanctuary, choir room 
 
7 Pack 455 - MPR 

26 
 
 
 
7 UMW Book Club - 
Parlor 
 
 

 

27  
Pastor’s Day Off  
 
 
 
 

28 
 
1 Pinewood Derby 
Race - MPR 

29 
 
9 Celebration Worship 
10:30 Classic Worship 
 

5:00  
 
 
 

Parlor, MPR, 
Kitchen 

30 
 
 
7 Boy Scouts -  
M7, Sanctuary 

31 
9:30 Bible Study - Parlor 
 
 

 
 
7:30 Study - BH-2 

February 1 
 
6:30 Troop 455 Patrol 
Leaders - BH-2 
 
7 Pack Committee -  
BH-5 
 
7 Choir practice - 
Sanctuary, choir room 

2 
10 UMW Board - 
Parlor 
 
7 Trustees - Parlor 

3   
 
 

4 
 

The complete Youth Calendar is  
available on p. 4 of The Epistle.       

Every T & Th 7pm AA - M-7     
Every Wed 6:45pm Alanon - B-4 

Mystery Lock-In 
4 pm - 9 am 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=chili+cook+off+clip+art+free&view=detailv2&&id=A477C30495E2DC5D96084FF819B3D563942DB9F8&selectedIndex=64&ccid=bx%2f0NXR1&simid=607996190193811676&thid=OIP.M6f1ff435747590095da8607a833b1ff9o0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=old+christmas+ornament+art+free+images&view=detailv2&&id=568AEC4F7DA5DABC52AC22B0B40AC31BE5B63BBD&selectedIndex=3&ccid=sIA2z8m6&simid=607990422044215678&thid=OIP.Mb08036cfc9bafdd0e775e7611715ad16o0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=valentine+free+images&view=detailv2&&id=3E2FD273EF7D85FF87C20657D095183465435388&selectedIndex=4&ccid=pq0hAa7c&simid=608045788456419558&thid=OIP.Ma6ad2101aedcd4e672d52317165db0a7H0
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Fairwood Community 

United Methodist Church  

15255 SE Fairwood Blvd.  

Renton, WA  98058-8645 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

  

January 2017 
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Worship With Us This Sunday   
9:00 Celebration Worship & 10:30 Classic Worship Service 

Parent’s Night In 
5:30 p.m.  January 21st  
Parents’ Night In is a new program for 

families.  It is designed for families with children 

through high school!  We begin at 5:30 p.m. with 

a family friendly potluck. Our youth then provide 

activities for our younger kids.  Parents get to 

have a time for themselves - to network or  

share in a program about the challenges of 

being parents!   

 

Join with us for a great time  

of fun and fellowship!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Chili Cook Off 

January 29th 

5 p.m.  

Heat up your crockpots and 

let the cooking begin!  


