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J un e  
2 01 7  

Summer       

Worship 
Schedule 

 
 

Synergy Worship 
 

9:30 a.m. 
 

Wednesday Outdoor 
Worship 

 

7 p.m.  
Picnic Supper  

starting at 6:15 p.m. 
Starting June 28th  

Summer Sunday 
School  

Ages 4 years to 3rd grade 
  

Sundays at 9:30 a.m.  
 

Come to worship through 
Children’s Time 

 
Volunteers still needed! 

Sign up outside of Parlor.  
 
 
 

 

Yarn 
Happening 
June 11 & 25 
10:45  a.m.  

Parlor 
 
 

 
 

 T H E  E P I S T L E  

    F a i r w ood  C om mu n i ty  
U n i t e d  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h  

 Worship Schedule This Summer 
 
During the summer we have only one (blended) Sunday 
worship service at 9:30am. We call these our “Synergy” 
worship services. We continue this schedule through   
Labor Day weekend, September 3

rd
.   

 

Our first few services in June will be special and you 
won’t want to miss them.  For example, on June 4th, we celebrate Pentecost with 
the confirmation of some of our middle school youth who have been in                   
classes since February. On Pentecost Sunday we are all encouraged to wear red 
or orange - the color of the flames of the Holy Spirit!  These summer services are 
a great time to experience our full range of worship music and elements. It’s also 
great to worship with people we don’t normally get to worship with during the 
school year. It will be a wonderful summer! 
 
On September 10th, we resume our two-service Sunday morning schedule of        
Celebration worship at 9:00 and Classic worship at 10:30.  
 

 

Outside Summer Worship Service 
Wednesday evenings starting June 28 
 
Did you know that Fairwood United Methodist 
Church has an outdoor chapel?  
 
We do – and it’s the perfect setting for a midweek          
summertime service!  
 

Starting Wednesday, June 28 we will be holding a weekly Compline-style worship 
service in the outdoor chapel. Compline is a contemplative service based on 
scripture and prayer that typically takes place at the end of the day. 
 
The evening will start off with an opportunity for fellowship and food – bring your 
family and a picnic dinner and join us on the lawn starting at 6:15 PM. At 7 PM 
we’ll move to the outside chapel for worship. Bringing camp chairs and blankets 
for seating is recommended. This special service promises to be a great            
opportunity to take a break from the busyness of life and spend some time in 
God’s beautiful creation. 
 
In case of inclement weather, all activities will be moved indoors to the  narthex 
and sanctuary. This service is open to all in our local church and surrounding 
community. 
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Chasing the Wild Goose 

Pastor Joyce O’Connor-Magee  
 

At Christmas a friend gave me a 
calendar that lists the things that 

happened in 1957.  This list includes: John Lennon 
&  Paul McCartney played together for the first time; 
Toyota  began selling cars in the USA; Wham-O 
introduced the Frisbee; “On the Road” was 
published.  It also happens to be the year I was 
born. On the 18th I will turn 60. Those round 
numbered birthdays seem to have added 
importance - a new decade with now far less in front 
of me than behind me.  
 I have had time to think about 60 years not 
just in the world but in the church. I must say at 
times I get disappointed with both. These are the 
days that not only I but others hold our collective  
breath each time we open the newspaper.  Young 
people, in England, enjoying a concert leave to the 
chaos of another terrorist bombing.  The Methodist 
denomination that nurtured me continues to be 
divided on how open, how loving we will be to God’s 
children. While  I am excited that we may become a 
Reconciling Church - open to all God’s children - I 
am sad that we as followers of Christ have to make 
that clear to the world.  So many have had the doors 
of the church closed to them that being quietly 
welcomed through the back way isn’t enough.  If we 
become a truly welcoming church we must also 
learn and grow in the area of welcoming everyone! 
 With plans for a birthday in the back of my 
mind I get to spend time this week interviewing the 
young people who are planning to join the church.  
Confirmation is a time to think about who they will be 
in life and what kind of life of faith they will choose.  I 
wonder what the church will be like when they get to 
this venerable age of 60.  Pundits say it will be quite 
different.  I doubt there will be hymnals - and fewer 
church buildings.  Perhaps the church of the future 
will be more like the early church - people of faith 
learning and praying together in homes.  Maybe 
Sunday won’t be the day for worship at all - other 
options will be available for smaller groups to gather.  
Community will take the lead over conformity.  The 
church of tomorrow will be different in so many 
ways.  But hopefully it will continue to be an agent 
for change in the world - a place where all are 
welcome and a peope that continues to care for 
those who are marginalized by society.  At its center 
the church must continue to be the incarnation of the 
loving God we know through the words and way of 
Jesus Christ.  
 Change in the church is slow and takes 
courage...but change will come.  The good news of 
Jesus will be the same if the church of today 
embraces a call to be relevant and hopeful in 2017. 
May these teens of today make a difference for all of 
our tomorrows.  

We Are the Church:  
      A Focus on Missions 
 

By John Melvin, Mission Chair 
 

 I believe that one of our church’s primary 
purposes is to provide outreach and support for 
those in need.  At  Fairwood UMC, we reach out to 
our surrounding communities and the world through 
many different activities.  I am always amazed by the 
number and variety of these activities when I list 
them in the Missions Committee Annual Report  
 

  Many of our church members provide strong 
and consistent leadership by organizing these efforts 
and many more members participate through 
contributions and by volunteering.   
 

 We support local efforts by providing food 
and monetary donations to the Renton Salvation 
Army Food Bank.  We volunteer at the Renton 
Salvation Army Community Supper which 
provides a warm meal to the hungry and homeless.   
We also volunteer at the Renton Ecumenical 
Association of Churches (REACH) Day Center 
and Overnight Center of Hope for homeless 
women and children.  During Lent we held a peanut 
butter and jelly drive in support of the REACH 
Morning Warm Up Program for the homeless in 
Renton.  Two weeks each year we serve as the 
supporting church for the HOME program in Kent 
and for the ARISE program in Renton, each of which 
provides overnight housing and meals for 25 
homeless men.  We participate in the Renton CROP 
Walk which raises money to feed the hungry in 
our community and around the world.  We raise 
funds and provide a team of well-organized 
volunteers for the annual Rebuilding Together event, 
to perform urgently needed repairs to the homes of 
low income homeowners. Our members provide 
support for the Way Back Inn which provides short 
term housing for local homeless families. In the fall 
we collect food and money for the Thanksgiving 
meals of local families.  Our Christmas Giving 
Tree collects toys for local families.  We 
volunteer and participate in the Faith Action Network 
to amplify our voices and concerns so that they are 
heard by our legislature.  Last year we sent two 
teams of volunteers to rebuild homes which were 
destroyed in the 2014-2015 Okanagan County wild 
fires.  Through our Missions annual budget, we 
provide financial support for United Methodist 
Missionaries serving in Washington State and 
around the world.  We also provide financial support 
for the Jamaa Letu Orphanage in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 
 

Profound thanks to all of our organizers and 
volunteers. I am truly honored to serve with you. 
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Renton 
CROP 

Hunger 

WALK 
2017 

 

Thank you to all the Fairwood Participants  
and all our generous Sponsors! 

 

Our churches’ walkers and workers were about 50 
(last year 76).   Congratulations to Pastor Carrie, our 
top on-line walker, who has raised over $1000 on-line 
so far!   

 
 

Fairwood Community UMC  had 91 walkers & 
workers! Together we raised $7,111!  

What passion you all have!  
 
 

 A special Thank You to our FCUMC Team: 
 

Lisa Burns 
   Mission moment and dedication of painting.   
Dianne Smith & Sharon Kenyon 
   Walk Coordinators & Recruiters for Fairwood.   
Jeff Kenyon 
   CROP season go-to guy, set-up, clean-up 
Joe Meyers 
   Walk Checkpoint Coordinator  
Lori (Kenyon) Avaiusini 
   Bike, CROP and direction signs, clean-up 
Rod Haynes  
   Set-up, walk monitor, clean up - who came from    
   Bellingham to do his CROP jobs of many years. 
Dianne Smith  
   Walk Recruiter Coordinator of Renton churches 
Sharon Kenyon 
   Walk Publicity & Permits  
Donna Stock, Jane Brooks, Alva Bittner & Catherine 
Lundy 
   Helpers at set-up, registration, signs, and clean-up. 
Karen Thompson & Daryl Conrad 
   Checkpoint #2 
Mike Ewing 
   CROP van driver for walkers 
Jeff Kenyon 
   Photos 
 

And many other helpers!  
 
WOW, WHAT TEAMWORK!!! 
 
Special CROP Recognitions to - DJ Dave Schott, 
who donates his time every year providing great 
music for our walk. 
 
 www.iplaymusicic-4u@yahoo.com 
 

B 
reath of Aire 
Benefit Concert 
St. Stephen the Martyr Parish  
13055 SE 192nd St in Renton 
Friday, June 9th at 7:30 PM 
 

 

All proceeds will support Terrific Tuesday Meals for 
families, seniors, those struggling financially, the 
homeless, and many who just come to enjoy sharing 
a meal with friends.  Freewill offering 

 
 

Thank You, Acolytes! 
 

We are grateful to 
these young people 
who help us prepare to 
worship each Sunday.  
 

Emma Heiter, Corbin 
Honey, Luke Wilson 
and Caroline Wilson 
have completed one 
year of service. 
 
Ronan Barringer, Ainsley Hewson and Noah 
Ojerio have completed two years. 
 
Morgan Hackett has completed four years of 
service. 
 
Nathaniel Smith has served for six years. 
Bob Sturges has acolyted for seven years. 
 
We are God’s servants working together.  - 
1 Corinthians 3:9a 

 

 

Committee  
& Group Leaders -  
Summer Epistle Reminder 
As we enter the summer season, 
please remember that we have 

only one, combined July/August Epistle, to be 
printed this summer. All of your dates and news 
items for both July and August should be sent to 
the office by June 20 to be included. 
 
The due date for the September Epistle, which 
should have all of your program information for 
fall, will be due on August 20. 

http://www.iplaymusicic-4u@yahoo.com
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Youth Group End-of-Year BBQ 
 
Our last Youth Group activity for the school 
year is June 11

th
.  All youth are welcome to 

come.  Dinner starts at 5:30; youth group 
activities start at 6:30pm. 
 
June Youth Calendar 
 

06/04 Sunday – Pentecost Sunday/
Confirmation Sunday 

9:30am – Confirmation during Worship Service 
no MS and SH Breakfast Club  
5:30pm Youth Vocal Band 
6:30pm Youth Group Sunday Evening 
 

06/11 Sunday – Senior Recognition 

9:30 YVB Sings in Worship 
NO MS and SH Breakfast Club 
5:30pm Youth Year End BBQ 
6:30pm Youth Group Sunday Evening 
 

06/13 Tuesday 

6:00pm Tuesday Night Together (TNT) Study 
Group 
 

06/25 Sunday 

Mission Trip Training  Time TBA 
 

06/27 Tuesday 

Clothing for the Cause Pick-Up Date 

 

 

 

 

 

Simplifying Volunteer Sign-Ups 
 
 Wouldn’t it be nice if there was a quick 
and simple way to sign up to volunteer for host-
ing coffee hour, acolyting, being a Sunday 
school teacher, greeting, ushering, and a whole 
host of other opportunities in the church AND 
have a reminder sent to you days before you are 
supposed to serve?  
 
 Well, we no longer need to dream as we 
have found a great way to streamline signing up 
for volunteering through a  great free online        
system called Signup.com. We are incorporating 
this new technology into our church to help us 
become more efficient.  
 
 We’ve already been using this system for 
Acolytes, Coffee Hosts and Summer Teachers. 
It’s a great tool because you are able to sign up 
in the comfort of your own home, with your          
calendar by your side. You can easily change 
dates, sign up for more, swap with other            
volunteers, and you get a reminder 3-4 days  
before your scheduled volunteer opportunity.            
 
 As we move forward we hope more of our 
ministry teams will use this system to schedule 
volunteer opportunities. We will continue to         
provide in person signup sheets for those who 
do not have online access. We will be adding a 
page to our website as a central location for all 
the volunteer signups. It will be password          
protected and you will be able to contact Joletta 
and  Pastor Carrie for the password. For more 
information or to ask questions contact Pastor 
Carrie Bland. She’s even willing to teach you 
how to use it! 
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The Epistle is published monthly by Fairwood Community 

United Methodist Church, 15255 SE Fairwood Blvd, Renton, 
Washington 98058  
 

Phone: 425-228-4577,   
E-mail: office@fairwoodumc.org,   
Web site: www.fairwoodumc.org  
Pastor: Joyce O’Connor-Magee  
Newsletter: Joletta Holman  
 

Deadline for copy:  20th day of each month for the following 
month’s news.  

     
United Methodist Women  

June Outing - June 8th  
 

 We will go on a field trip to the  White 
River Museum in Auburn.  The exhibit is of 
people and uniforms of WOMEN at WORK from 
1920 - 2010. 
 
We will meet at the church on Thursday, June 
8th, at 11:30am and carpool to Fairwood Taco 
Time for lunch.   At 12:30pm we will head to 
Auburn's White River Museum.  Hours are 12:00 
- 4:00pm and we will tour on our own.  It is 
located at 918 H Street SE, Auburn WA 98002, 
behind the Auburn Library, in Les Gove Park.  
Admission is $5 adults, $2 seniors. 
 
Please sign up to carpool on the poster in the 

narthex. 

 

Book Club Selections  
Meetings at 7 pm in Benedict Hall Room 5 
 

June 22nd: The Summer Before the War by Helen 
Simonson. 
 

 

Quilts for Kids 
 

Quilts were displayed and 
dedicated during worship on       
May 21st. Next month 20 quilts         
will be taken to Portland, OR, to 
the Northwest Annual Conference 
of the United Methodist Church. 
 

United Methodist Women at the conference level 
invited all UMW units to make quilts, to distribute 
through various charitable organizations, for people 
in need throughout the conference area. 
 

Thank you, everyone who helped on this project.   
Under Jeanne Harmon’s leadership we ironed, cut, 
and arranged squares into patterns.  Women worked 
at sewing machines in the parlor and at home.  
Others made coffee and provided snacks.   
 

THANK YOU: 
Jewel Andrew, Joan Andersen, Becky Clardy, 
Jeanne Harmon, Deanna Hirota, Margot Mead, 
Dianne Smith, Judie Thorpe, Cynthia VanDevender, 
Vera Zimmerman.  
 
 

Youth Work Camp 
Fund Raiser 

 
We all have unwanted textiles that are out of       
fashion, not needed, or no longer fit. Give them a 
second life through Clothes for the Cause to be           
reused, recycled or repurposed and support our 
youth missions. Spread the word to your family, 
friends and neighbors!   
 

We will be accepting donations each Sunday in 
June after our Summer worship service from 10:45 
to 11:30 am, and Sunday evenings (June 4th, 11th 
and 25th) from 6:30 to 8:00 pm. 
 

Item accepted include:  Clothing new and gently 

used, shoes paired only, towels, hats,  stuffed 

animals, blankets, quilts, bedspreads, drapes, 

belts, purses and sheets, . All items must be 

dry, clean and in a tied plastic bag.  

*We cannot take glass, breakables, electronics, pet 
beds, bed pillows, carpeting, throw rugs, uniforms, 
or hotel linens or items previously for sale at a thrift 
store. 

 CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
On Sunday, June 4th, we welcome the  newest 
members of our church. Seventh and eighth graders 
have met in Confirmation classes since February, 
learning about the Christian faith and the United 
Methodist way of understanding it. Those who 
choose to confirm their faith publicly will do so on 
June 4th during worship.   
 

This is not a graduation but just a                                            
beginning of a life of faith for these                                
young people. 
 

Special thanks to mentors, Donna Stock                     
and  Pastor Joyce who led classes.                                           
Also special thanks to Don Songras,                               
a chaperone on our trip to Vashon.                                    
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GREENING CONGREGATION NEWS-  

Green Team Fairwood  
by Sharon Kenyon  
 

HIKES- to be announced later-   
Usually on 3rd Saturday at 9AM, carpooling from 
church.   
 

To be on our hikers’ email list for planning and 
announcements, contact Sharon Kenyon at 
kenyonjs@comcast.net.  

 
CHILDREN’S CREATION CARE- 
Fun outdoor activities with nature on 4th Sundays, 
after the children’s message, for 4 years old (with 
individual supervision) though 6th graders.  
 

Mark your calendars, and children wear 
“all weather- OK to get dirty” clothes & shoes for 
June 25, July 23, and August 27. 
 

On June 25, we will be planting a butterfly garden 
and going on our annual horsetail hunt.    
 
Volunteers are always needed & appreciated.  
Call Sharon Kenyon to help, 425-271-2080.  
 

CHURCH FOREST/WETLANDS  
Have you explored our forest/wetlands? 
After church, on our beautiful summer days, take a 
walk along the grass and on trails to enjoy our 2 ½ 
acres of native plant forest. See the outdoor chapel, 
the creek, and over 200 types of native plants. Each 
year we plant over 100 native plants, and each year 
we add new species.    
 
We need your help this summer!   
There is something 
for all ages and 
abilities.  To get on 
the landscaping list, 
call Sharon Kenyon 
at 425-271-2080 (H), 
425-306-7089 (C)  
or email 
kenyonjs@comcast.net.  
 
June/July jobs will include: 
 
-Sprucing up the playground area by weeding 
and clipping horsetails. 
 
-Putting in new steps for trail to outdoor 
sanctuary.  We hope to get this done for the outdoor 
chapel services.    
 
-Restoration of Forest/wetland area by clearing 
invasive plants, salvaging and propagating and 
planting native plants. 
 

Join the Walkers in June: 
 

Everyone is invited to join us as we walk, make new 
friends and renew old friendships and enjoy the 
Beauty of the PNW.  We walk on local trails which 
are primarily flat with an occasional rolling hill.  
We walk for approximately an hour starting out 
from the trail gathering spot at 10:00.   
 
For more information contact Irene Monson at 
imonson@comcast.net or 206-387-6882.  A 
complete trail schedule will be posted on the church 
bulletin board and the weekly walks will be in the 
Sunday Epistle.  We would love to have you join us 
for a time of exercise and great fellowship.  
 
Wednesday Walkers – June 7th we will meet 
behind the Renton Community Center and walk 
East along the Cedar River. Walks start at 10:00. 
Steady rain cancels. Call Irene Monson 206-387-
6882 if you have questions.  Everyone is welcome 
to join us. 
 
Walkers – June 14th we will meet at the Kubota 
Gardens to enjoy the blooming trees and flowers: 
Gardens are located at 9817 55th Ave S, Seattle, 
WA 98118. Walks start at 10:00. Steady rain 
cancels, Call Irene 206-387-6882 if you have 
questions.  
 
Wednesday Walkers – June 21st – we will meet at 
Soos Creek and walk trail South – we will meet in 
the parking area at SE 192nd Street & 124th Ave 
SE   Walks start at 10:00. Steady rain cancels, Call 
Irene 206-387-6882 if you have questions. 
 
Wednesday Walkers – June 28th we will meet at 
Clark Lake in the parking lot off 240th in Kent and 
127th Ave SE.  Lot is on Southeast corner.  Come 
join us as we look for ducks, snakes, birds and 
maybe a frog or two. - Walks start at 10:00. Steady 
rain cancels, Call Irene 206-387-6882 if you have 
questions.  Come stroll with us. 

 

New Art Work 
See the painting of a woman carrying 
water in the narthex, by the drinking 
fountain.  Thank you to Caroline, Lisa 
Burns’ friend from Kenya, who gifted 
our church with this powerful painting.  
She is very grateful for wells providing 
water to her area, that were funded 
through CROP WALKS.    

mailto:kenyonjs@comcast.net
mailto:kenyonjs@comcast.net
mailto:imonson@comcast.net
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REACH Center of Hope moves into BH 

Pastor Joyce on Vacation 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

    1 
10 UMW Board - 
Parlor 
 
 

2  Pastor’s Day Off  
 
3:30 –8:30 Voice 
Studio RH - Sanctuary 
 
5 Girl Scouts -  BH-2 
 
 
 

3 
 
 

4   Day of Pentecost 
Confirmation & 
Communion 
9:30 Synergy Worship 
 

5:30 Youth Vocal Band 
6:30 Youth Groups 
 

10:45 Bring donations for 
Clothes for the Cause 
every Sunday in June & 
Evenings  June 4,11, 25 

5 
 
5 Serve Community                                       
Supper - Salvation Army 
HQ 
 
7 Worship Committee - 
Parlor 
 
7 Boy Scouts -  
M7, Sanctuary 

6 
 

12 Staff Meeting - 
Parlor 
 

 

5:45 Yoga - MPR 
 

  
 
 

7 
10 Wednesday Walk:  
Cedar River 
 
7 Cub Scouts 
Committee - BH-5 
 
7 Trustees - Parlor 
 

8 
 

11:30 UMW to  
Taco Time 
12:30 UMW to 
Auburn White River 
Museum 
 
7 Church Council - 
Parlor 
 

9 Pastor’s Day Off  
 
  

7 Piano Recital - 
Sanctuary 
 
 
 

10 
 

 
1-4 Voice Studio Recital 
- Sanctuary, Narthex 
 

11  Senior Recognition 
 
 
 
9:30 Synergy Worship 
Italian Sodas fundraiser 
 

10:45 Yarn Happening -   
Parlor 
 
5:30 Youth  BBQ 
6:30 Youth Groups 

12 
 
 
7 Signs for Glory - Parlor       
 
7 Boy Scouts -  
M7, Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
 

 

 
5:45 Yoga - MPR 
 
6 TNT: Tuesday 
Nights Together 
 
6:30 Girl Scouts - 
BH2 
 

14 
10 Wednesday Walk:  
Kubota Gardens 
 
 

Annual Conference 
in Portland, OR 

June 14-17 
 

15  
 

 
 
 
7 SPRC - BH5 
 
 
 
 

 

16 Pastor’s Day Off  
 
 
 
5 Girl Scouts - BH-2 
 

17 
 
 
9:30  Adults with Aging 
Parents - Parlor 
 
 
 

18  
9:30 Synergy Worship 
Children’s Creation  
Care (butterfly garden) 
Italian Soda Fundraiser 
 

 

10:30  Pastor Joyce’s 
Birthday Brunch 
 
 

19 
 
7 Boy Scouts -  
M7, Sanctuary 
 
 
 

20 
Epistle Deadline 
for July/August 
 
4 M&E - Parlor 
 
5:45 Yoga - MPR 
 

21 
10 Wednesday Walk:  
Soos Creek Trail 
6:30 Scoutmasters - 
BH-2 
 

7 Pack 455 - MPR 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
7 UMW Book Club - 
BH-5 The Summer 
Before the War by 
Helen Simonson  
 
 

 

23 Pastor’s Day Off  
 
 

24 
 
 

 

25 
9:30 Synergy Service 
 
10:45 Yarn Happening - 
Parlor 
 

Mission Trip Training 

26 
 
5 p.m. Community                                       
Suppers - Salvation 
Army HQ 
 
7 Signs for Glory - Parlor       
 
7 Woodside - M-7 

27 
 
 

5:45 Yoga - MPR 
 

 

28 
10 Wednesday Walk:  
Clark Lake 
10 Mailing Epistle 
 
6:15 Summer 
Outdoor Worship & 
Picnic 
 

29 
10 UMW Board - 
Parlor 
 
 

30 Pastor’s Day Off  
 

July 1 

The complete Youth Calendar is  
available on p. 4 of The Epistle.       

Every T & Th 7pm AA - M-7     
Every Wed 6:45pm Alanon - B-4 

REACH Center of Hope may be taking up 
residence in Benedict Hall at the end of June. Please 
plan accordingly, keeping in mind that the meeting 
rooms in that building will not be available. If your 
group/committee cancels any of your July or August 
meetings, please let Joletta (in church office) know. 

BH = Benedict Hall 
MPR = Multipurpose Room (gym) 
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Fairwood Community 

United Methodist Church  

15255 SE Fairwood Blvd.  

Renton, WA  98058-8645 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

  

June 2017 
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Worship With Us This Sunday   

9:30 Synergy Blended Summer Worship Service 

 

 

1957: John Lennon meets Paul McCarthy, Elvis is live from the waist up on 
Ed Sullivan, Toyota starts to sell cars in the USA & Pastor Joyce is born!  

 

You are invited to a party to celebrate a birthday! 
Come for worship - stay for the food!  

 

Pastor Joyce’s  
60th Birthday Brunch 

   Sunday June 18   10:30 a.m.  


