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J u l y  
&  Au g us t  

2 0 1 7  

Summer    

Worship 
Schedule 

 
 

Synergy Worship 
 

9:30 a.m. 
 

Clothes for the Cause  
Extended to July 9 

 
Summer Sunday 

School  
Ages 4 years to 3rd grade 

  
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.  

 
Come to worship through 

Children’s Time 

Check the Sign-up  
outside the Parlor to see if 

Volunteers are still 
needed. 

 
 
 

Yarn Happening 
July 9 & 23 

August 13 & 27 
11:00 a.m. - 
3:00  p.m.  

Parlor 

 

 T H E  E P I S T L E  

F a i r wo od  C o m m un i ty  
U n i te d  M e th od i s t  C h u r c h  

 

Heart for Others - Reconciling Congregation  

We are pleased to announce the overwhelming support of our efforts to 
become a reconciling church.  The Church Council had set a super majority 
goal of 80% positive votes to becoming a Reconciling Congregation but the 
final tally on June 4th showed over 95% of those voting 
said YES. Thank you for your bold statement to truly be 
open to all persons.  The next step for our congregation 
is to register with the Reconciling Ministries Network.  
The Heart for Others team will meet July 9

th
 to 

determine what this team’s role will be going forward.  
We have discussed having a new banner made and 
some new art created to celebrate our new status.  
There may be more education and volunteer 
opportunities in the future.  We thank Lisa Burns who 
chaired the Task Force and to Dwight Clark who will go 
forward as the chair. If you would like to be a part of our team, please 
contact Pastor Joyce pastor@fairwoodumc.org or Dwight Clark 
dwight.clark@comcast.net. 

Outside Summer Worship Service 
Wednesday evenings   

 
Did you know that Fairwood United Methodist 
Church has an outdoor chapel?  
 
We do – and it’s the perfect setting for a mid-
week summertime service!  
 

Our kick off was on June 28 and  we will be holding a weekly Compline-style        
worship service in the outdoor chapel. Compline is a contemplative service 
based on scripture and prayer that typically takes place at the end of the day. 
 
The evening will start off with an opportunity for fellowship and food – bring 
your family and a picnic dinner and join us on the lawn starting at 6:15 PM.      
At 7 PM we’ll move to the outside chapel for worship. Bringing camp chairs  
and blankets for seating is recommended. This special service promises to        
be a great opportunity to take a break from the busyness of life and spend 
some time in God’s beautiful creation. We will end with light refreshments.  
 
In case of inclement weather, all activities will be moved indoors to the  narthex 
and sanctuary. This service is open to all in our local church and surrounding 
community. 

mailto:pastor@fairwoodumc.org
mailto:dwight.clark@comcat.net
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Chasing the Wild Goose 

Pastor Joyce O’Connor-Magee  
 

Summer is officially here - and 
the HOT weather has arrived!  

The church takes on a new rhythm in summer 
months.  Many have said how much they like our 
one blended (synergy) service - where we get to 
meet the folks who worship at a different time during 
the year.   Some are learning praise music and 
others are discovering hymns.  We also have more 
time for talking and sharing after the service. It has 
been a joy in June to have time to celebrate our 
graduates, our confirmands and new members and 
even celebrate this pastor’s 60th birthday.  Thank 
you all for making this birthday so special for me - 
and John Andrew, my birthday buddy!  
 Our Preschool is out for the summer so it is 
really, REALLY quiet around the office.  As we often 
have just one staff member in the office in the 
summer we have installed a door bell so our staff 
can welcome you.  This also means your won’t 
surprise us - giving us a heads up you are here.  
Summer also means that staff hours are not as 
regular so you might want to call ahead!   
 Once again we are sending adults and youth 
to places of need - this year to North Carolina and 
Idaho.  It reminds us that we are the church 
wherever we are - called to be witnesses of Christ’s 
love. I hope you can be with us on July 9th as we 
bless our teams.  There are brochures in the 
Narthex with the teams’ pictures and names so we 
can pray for each by name.    
 This summer we are adding a worship 
service on Wednesday evenings.  The brain child of 
Jennifer Vangolen and Pastor Carrie, each 
Wednesday you can bring a picnic dinner for a time 
of fellowship at 6:15 p.m.  Then a quiet worship time 
in the “woods” followed by a dessert provided by 
one of our committees.  If the beach or mountains 
call you away on the weekends, join us mid week.   
 Summer gives us some unique opportunities. 
Make a plan on how to continue to strengthen your 
faith through prayer and deeds.  Last Sunday we 
were greeted by Troy Reicherter of the Seattle 
Peace Project.  He invited us to be part of a prayer 
movement - spending time praying for peace every 
day.  He has created a phone app to record times 
we have been in prayer for peace in the Seattle area 
and in our world.  More information is available at 
www.hhresearch.org/seattle-peace-project/ 
 I hope we all can find some renewal this 
summer and that part of that is joining in worship as 
often as we can.  Come as you are - invite friends 
and neighbors.  As I begin my 8th year here I feel so 
blessed to be in this community of faith.  It is a great 
place to be this summer and all year round!  

Meet Bill McEwen 
By Jennifer Vangolen 
 

One thing you can count on 
seeing almost every Sunday in 
the choir loft is Bill McEwen’s 
smiling face. With his wife, Lori, 
on piano and Bill on guitar, he 
is part of the team that helps 
lead the congregation through 
the music of the Celebration 
service, and is also a steadfast 
member of the Chancel Choir in 
the Classic service. That smile comes from how Bill 
feels about Fairwood – even after all these years, 
Fairwood is family, and this is where God is calling 
him to be. 
 

But Bill does so much more at Fairwood. He also co-
leads the children’s and youth vocal choirs, and is 
very involved with the youth group. Bill takes his role 
as spiritual leader and confidant to our teens very 
seriously, and the lasting relationships he has 
developed with them through the years mean a lot  
to him.  
 

Bill was born in Wichita, Kansas and moved to the 
Seattle area with his family when he was 6 years 
old. He met Lori in their high school choir and they 
were married shortly after starting college. They 
raised their two sons in Fairwood and are now 
enjoying the transition from parent to grandparent, 
spending as much time as they can with their four 
grandsons and one granddaughter. 
 

When Bill isn’t making music or working with youth 
in church, or chasing after his grandchildren, you 
might find him out on the golf course. Bill loves to 
golf and now that he’s working in the golf shop at 
Fairwood Golf & Country Club, he’s getting more 
opportunities to play. He has also just begun to       
offer guitar lessons at Music & Arts in Kent on 
Thursday afternoons. Bill and Lori love watching 
movies – especially science fiction – and “Galaxy 
Quest” is one of his favorites.  
 

And one day, if you’re lucky, you might just catch Bill 
driving around with the radio cranked up and singing 
along to “Glorious” by Newsboys. 
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Wednesday Walkers – August 30th  We will walk at the Kubota 
Gardens to enjoy the landscaped gardens  located at 9817 55th 
Ave S, Seattle, WA 98118. Walks start at 10:00. Steady rain 
cancels, Call Irene 206-387-6882 if you have questions. 
Carpooling is available at 9:30 from the FUMC parking lot. 
 
Wednesday Walkers – September 6th Our walk will start at 
Gary Grant Park and head North along the Soos Creek Trail. The 
Gary Grant Park is located off S.E. 208th and 137th Avenue.  SE. 
Kent.  
 
Wednesday Walkers – September 13th - This walk is to be 
determined – Looking at a trail in the area of Lake Desire and 
Spring Lake. Walk will be a trail with some elevation. Watch for 
more details or Bellevue Botanical Gardens.  
 
Wednesday Walkers – September 20th - We will be walking 
around Seward Park located at 5900 Lake Washington Blvd S, 
Seattle,  Leaving the parking area at 10:00 we will walk heading  
South East .  Carpooling is available from the church parking lot 
leaving at 9:30.  
 

************************************************************** 

SCHOOL BACKPACKS  & 
SUPPLIES 

 
Each school year many children in our area 
begin school with no supplies due to financial 
needs.  Last year FCUMC helped by delivering 
over 50 backpacks and many school supplies to 
schools in the Renton and Kent School districts. 
Cash and check donations are helpful. Please 
bring donations any time in August.  
 
Items especially needed are  
 

 backpacks (great need for the larger-sized),  

 earbuds  

 pencils 

 crayons 

 glue 

 markers  

 lined paper and  

 scissors (child-size 
Fiskars).  

Wednesday Walkers Schedule: 
By Irene Mondon 

 

Walks start at 10:00. Steady rain cancels. Call Irene 
Monson 206-387-6882 if you have questions. 
 

Wednesday Walkers – July 5th we are walking part of Soos 
Creek Trail.  We will be walking Gary Grant Park on SE 208th 
and 136th SE.  Park and parking are on your left.   
 
Wednesday Walkers – July 12th – We are walking the Lake 
Youngs Trail. We will meet at the parking area on Old  
Petrovitsky Road and walk South/East; address is 16145 SE Old 
Petrovitsky Road, Renton 98058.  
 
Wednesday Walkers – July 19th –  walking along the Green 
River trail starting at VanDoren Landing Park.  Address 21901 
Russell Road, Kent. Directions – coming from the east off 212th it 
is a left turn, however there is no left turn on to Russell Road so 
go down a couple of blocks and turn around in the housing 
development to approach Russell Road from the West, then turn 
right on Russell Road and go approximately 1/2 mile and park is 
on your right.  This park is next to Green River Natural Reserve 
Area where you will see and hear lots of birds, rabbits and 
maybe a surprise or two.  Carpool will leave church at 9:30. 
 
Wednesday Walkers – July 26th – we will meet at 10:00 at 
Coulon Park in front of Kidd Valley/Ivars and begin our walk 
headed North and then through the rest of the park.   
 
Wednesday Walkers – August 2nd –We will be walking the Des 
Moines Creek Trail.  We will begin our walk from the Des Moines 
Marina Office  22307 Dock Avenue, Des Moines. Car poolers 
remember we will be leaving the church parking area promptly at 
9:30. 
 
Wednesday Walkers – August 9th – We will be walking Clark 
Lake Park located at 12520 SE 240th in Kent. We will leave the 
park at 10:00 to begin wandering through the 130 acres.  
 
Wednesday Walkers – August 16th – We will be meeting in 
front of the Renton Library and walking North along the Cedar 
River Trail to Lake Washington.  Leaving the Library at 10:00.  
 
Wednesday Walkers – August 23Road –  We will be walking the 
Lake Wilderness trail starting our walk at the Lodge parking area 
located at 22500 SE 248th St, Maple Valley.   We will start our 
walk at 10:00 and proceed from there. Car poolers remember we 
will be leaving the church parking area promptly at 9:30. 
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ATLANTIC STREET CENTER 
SUMMER ACADEMY PICNIC  

Tuesday, August 4  
 

The Atlantic Street Center is again leading a four 
week Summer Academy from July 10 to August 4  
for 100 at-risk children, 4th through 9th grade. It will 
be at the Damascus Baptist Church, 5261 Rainier 
Ave. S., providing classes that aim to bring the 
children's academic and social maturities up to 
levels of their peers. It will conclude with a 
graduation ceremony on Friday, August 4, when 
UMM and other Fairwood volunteers provide a 
picnic for all participants - approximately 150. 
 

Please sign up on the back of the Worship 
Response form for tasks that need volunteer help: 
two people to plan and purchase food, at least eight 
to cook/prepare/serve food items and others who 
can lend and transport three grills. 
 

You may also sign up on our church website. See 
the article on the next column to learn how. 
 

On August 4, we plan to leave the church by 10:00 
AM and return by 3:00 PM. For further info contact 
Dick Mathias, at 425 228 4211. 
 

If you have an interest in serving as a tutor or arts/
games/music instructor over the four week 
academy, please contact Teresa Everett or Edith 
Elion at 206-329-2050. 
 
Youth Missions Teams Commissioning 
Sunday, July 9th  
 

 In July we will be sending youth mission 
teams to serve communities in  North Carolina and 
Idaho.  Nine individuals will be working in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains community of Taylorsville, NC 
from July 14 to July 21.  This team will be 
performing home repairs and maintenance projects 
for community residents, as well as supporting a 
day camp program for elementary age children.  
Ten individuals will again be working on the Nez 
Perce Reservation in Lapwai, ID, working with the 
day camp program and conducting minor home 
maintenance tasks.  Mission dates are July 16 to 
July 21. 
 The youth missions team and the youth 
ministries program is extremely grateful to the 
congregation for your support of our mission teams 
throughout the year and your generous donations 
and support of youth ministries events that make 
these mission trips possible.  WE THANK YOU.  
 Please pick up a brochure at church so you 
can pray for our youth and leader by name. The 
youth and leaders will be blessed during worship on 
Sunday, July 9th.   

REACH CHANGES 
 

The Renton Ecumenical 
Association of Churches (known 
as REACH) runs a few 
programs, one of which  is a 
program for homeless families in 
Renton called the “Center of 
Hope.” We dream of having 
services (showers, laundry, 

food, social workers, etc.) for our families in the 
same location as their overnight shelter. To move us 
toward that dream, all of the families are now 
sleeping in one downtown Renton location. Our 
church is   no longer needed to host the families as 
we had planned for this summer. 
 
However, they have one staff person at this location 
for up to 55 people. We’d love to have volunteers 
come in the evenings (8:00-9:30pm or so) to read or 
play with the children or help in whatever ways we 
can. There also may be opportunities for volunteers 
to refresh and         re-organize that space.  
 
Volunteers are also still needed at the Day Center in 
Renton City Hall next to Sam’s Club, especially in 
the morning (7:30am or later) as families arrive. 
Volunteers help by letting families in and out of the 
facility, prepare meals, help with administrative tasks 
or answer phone calls. 
 

If you’d like to help some families experiencing 
homelessness in our area, you may contact Donna 
Stock, soupstock2@msn.com or (425) 226-9023. 
You may also visit REACH’s website at: 
www.reachrenton.org. 

 

Volunteering Online 
You may sign up on our church website to volunteer 
for church jobs.  To find the page: go to the website, 
hover over "community life," go down the list to 
"volunteering" and click on it. You will find a simple 
page with a BIG "signup here" button. Select that. 
Password is "skittles". This will bring you to the list of 
volunteer opportunities.  If you need help with 
signing up for a church job - like ushering or lay 
reading or helping in the Sunday School contact 
Pastor Carrie and she will get you signed up.  

mailto:soupstock2@msn.com
http://www.reachrenton.org


 

5 

The Epistle is published monthly by Fairwood Community 

United Methodist Church, 15255 SE Fairwood Blvd, Renton, 
Washington 98058  
 

Phone: 425-228-4577,   
E-mail: office@fairwoodumc.org,   
Web site: www.fairwoodumc.org  
Pastor: Joyce O’Connor-Magee  
Newsletter: Joletta Holman  
 

Deadline for copy:  20th day of each month for the following 
month’s news.  

 United  
 Methodist Women!   
 
Please join us for some casual 
conversation and great food at 

our Thursday, July 6th meeting.           We will meet 
for a no-host lunch at Fairwood Golf & Country Club, 
located at 17070 140th Ave. SE. We will meet inside 
the restaurant at 11:30am. Hope to see you there.  
Everyone is welcome! 
 
 Another opportunity, if you are interested in a 
class titled “Laughter & Finger Exercises”, is 
happening at Kent Senior Center at 10:30am on 
Tuesday, August 1st.  Wow!  This is sure to be a blast, 
and who doesn’t need more laughter in their lives? 
Laughter decreases stress hormones and increases 
immune cells and infection-fighting antibodies, thus 
improving your resistance to 
disease. Laughter triggers the release of endorphins, 
the body's natural feel-good chemicals. Endorphins 
promote an overall sense of well-being and can even 
temporarily relieve pain.  Like they say, “Laughter is 
the best medicine!” Please contact Willa Link for 
more information. 
 

 
Are you looking 
for a VBS to send 
your kids to? 
Help support our 
sister church, 
Renton First UMC. 
They are hosting a 

Summer Community Day Camp July 24-28, 2017 for 
kids entering grades K-5. Renton First UMC is 
partnering with Twinlow Camp and Retreat Center to 
run a FREE Vacation Bible School (VBS) style 
Community Day Camp. 
 

The theme is: The Way. We are called to follow Jesus 
and live like him - which is not always easy. We must 
be active disciples, watching Jesus, listening, 
learning, and of course, doing. Campers will learn to 
trust in God's promise as we feed, forgive, love, 
serve and pray... The Jesus Way .Your kids will 
explore this theme through games, puppets, music, 
arts & crafts, nature, prayer, and interactions with one 
another. Summer fun will be had by all!  
 

Check in time is between 8:45 AM - 9:00 AM each 
day. Please bring a nut-free sack lunch and we'll 
provide snacks. Check out time is 3 PM Monday - 
Thursday and 1p.m. on Friday.  
 

To register go to: https://www.eventbrite.com/o/renton
-first-united-methodist-church-13136000816 
Or contact Paul Bland at paulbland@rfumc.org or 
phone: 425-255-5403 

United Methodist Women 
are Getting Ready for the 
Annual Chicken BBQ!! 
 

The delicious FCUMC Chicken 
Barbecue, sponsored by our 
United Methodist Men, is fast 
approaching.  It will be held on 
Saturday, September 9th.  Our 
UMW (United Methodist Women) 

has been “busy as bees” crafting various items to sell 
at their expanded craft booth area this year.  So in 
addition to a tasty meal of barbecue chicken with all 
the trimmings provided by the UMM, those 
scrumptious pies, cookies, brownies and cakes at the 
bake sale, baked with love by our UMW, you will 
now also have an opportunity to get your Christmas 
shopping done early by purchasing thoughtful 
gifts handmade by our UMW.  All proceeds go to 
missions.  Please be sure to come prepared to get 
your shopping for December done in September! 
 

If you would like to donate your own handmade items 
to this event, we would love to have them.  In addition, 
we are meeting for craft work parties in the parlor on 
Monday, July 10th, at 10am, and again on Thursday, 
August 3rd at 11:00am.  Bring your lunch if you like 
and join us for hands on crafting.  We will have 
projects available for you to work on!  
 

Your baking skills are once again requested for the 
bake sale.  Please sign up and let us know what 
deliciousness you will bring on the sign-up sheet in the 
narthex.  Pies are best sellers but all goodies are 
needed and sell well. 
 

We will also be needing volunteers to help out at our 
UMW bake sale and craft sale on the day of the 
barbecue.  There will be a sign-up sheet available 
each Sunday in the Narthex during the summer.  
Please check it out to see where you can help on 
September 9th and sign up! 
 

Please contact Jeanne Harmon, Cathy Russell, Willa 
Link or Becky Clardy if you have any questions. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/renton-first-united-methodist-church-13136000816
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/renton-first-united-methodist-church-13136000816
mailto:paulbland@rfumc.org
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We Are the Church: A Focus on SPRC 
By Catherine Lundy & Jennifer Vangolen,  Co-Chairs 

 
Can you answer the following True/False questions? 
 
___SPRC stands for Staff-Parish Relations 

Committee.  
 
___SPRC is the administrative unit of FCUMC which 

integrates staff and congregational interests to 
focus on strengthening the church mission.  

 
___SPRC members are elected, not appointed, for 

three-year terms.  
 
If you answered all three as “true,” then treat yourself 
to a second helping at our next potluck! 
 
In many ways, SPRC is the bridge that connects the 
congregation, the staff, and the UMC Church 
Conference. We serve as the human resources arm 
of the church and offer administrative assistance for 
hiring and supporting staff. Not surprisingly we are 
responsible for writing and revising our employee 
manual. We work with Pastor Joyce to be a 
confidential listening ear for congregational 
concerns. We meet with our District Superintendent, 
Reverend Rich Lang, on a yearly basis to discuss 
the present and future of FCUMC. 
 
Some of our duties include planning staff 
appreciation activities and being a sounding board 
for staff supervisors when there are concerns. We 
also listen carefully and respectfully to positive and 
negative feedback from the congregation.  
 
SPRC members are Lyndall Foulds, Catherine 
Lundy. Pastor Joyce O’Connor-Magee, Cathy 
Russell, Julleen Snyder, Jim Truitt and Jennifer 
Vangolen. If you would like to discuss a staff-related 
issue, contact Jennifer (jlvangolen@gmail.com) or 
Catherine (c.lundy@comcast.net). 

Wesley Crayons 
By Carrie Bland 
 
Fairwood Community UMC and Renton First 
UMC have come together to collaborate on a 
young adult ministry. This ministry is geared 
specifically to those who are 18-30 years old. It 
will be led by a team of four, Carrie Bland and 
Stephen Spates from Fairwood Community 
UMC and Paul Bland and Griffey Edwards from 
Renton First UMC. In May we held our first 
fellowship dinner, hosted by Renton First. Eight 
of us gathered together to talk about what a 
young adult ministry would look like between the 
two churches. We discussed ways we can grow 
deeper as disciples, fellowship with one 
another, and serve our community.  
 
We also discussed some of our 
core values and our group 
name. We decided as a group 
to create a unique name rather 
than try to find one that 
incorporates both church 
names, as we hope to become 
a ministry that reaches 
throughout Renton and down to Kent. We 
settled on Wesley as it represents our Methodist 
heritage. The second part of our name, 
represents one of our core values – that we 
want to honor the fact that our church has 
decided to become a reconciling ministry and 
that we want to be inclusive of all. We wanted 
our name to celebrate the diversity and 
distinctiveness each person brings to the group. 
 
Over the next few months we will host a bible 
study, more fellowship dinners, and serve our 
community in different ways. If you or someone 
you know would benefit from this group please 
send their contact information to Carrie Bland 
communitylife@fairwoodumc.org or give her 
contact information to them.  
 
 
 

 
 

Yoga for the Rest of Us is taking a 
break for the summer. See you         

again in  mid-September. 

WESLEY  
CRAYONS 

 

You’ll Fit in 
Our Box! 

mailto:jlvangolen@gmail.com
mailto:c.lundy@comcast.net
mailto:communitylife@fairwoodumc.org
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Clothes for the Cause collection 
date extended to July 9th! 
 
We have extended our date to collect donations 
for our fundraiser to Sunday, July 9th. The 
Candlewood/Carriagewood garage sales are 
July 7-9, so please let your friends and 
neighbors know they can donate any unsold 
accepted items to our fundraiser.  Thank you all 
for supporting our Youth Missions fundraiser! 
 
 
GREENING 
CONGREGATION NEWS  
Green Team Fairwood by Sharon 
Kenyon  
 
*Trail Steps to Outdoor Chapel. 
We are finally replacing the steps and need lots of 
help.  We will be building them like we have done 
with Washington Trails Association work parties.  
Steps will be 4 feet wide, using landscape 6x6’s.    
Steps will be in frames filled with gravel.  Jim Truitt 
will be rounding off the 6x6’s with a router on July 
5.  We will be working on steps July 5- July 11, with 
the hope of having them done for Outdoor Chapel 
Service, July 12.   
Work we need help with includes: 
 Cutting.  
 Painting areas cut or drilled with preservative. 
 Digging and leveling the dirt for each step, using    
 level to place in side and front 6x6’s.  
 Drilling wood, sawing rebar, hammering in 

rebar.    
 Filling in frames with gravel and compacting it.   
 Landscaping by steps and trail afterwards.   
 
Let Sharon know how and when you can help on the 
work party at kenyonjs@comcast.net.  
  
*HIKE, BIKE, HYBRID SUNDAY- 
 to and from 9:30 Service on August 13 
Our Goals-  
  -A more “car-free parking lot” with a full church.   
  -Enjoying nature, fresh air, and exercise. 
  -Counting miles saved this day or another day.  
  -Reducing your footprint on God’s Creation.   

Drivers who live a long distance from church drive 
part way and walk the rest.  Some people choose to 
walk or bike a different Sunday, and we also count 
those miles saved.   
 
Our church, along with many other churches, will be 
sending our miles saved to Earth Ministry.      
1 mile = 1 lb. of CO2 and toxic pollution     
“God is Green” Bags- Our Methodist 
reusable shopping bags are available in parlor 1 for 
$2.00 or 2 for $3.00 
 
HIKES-  Sat., July 15 and August 26   
We will be carpooling from church at 9 a.m. Bring a 
sack lunch, water and all weather clothing.  Hikes 
will have a variety of choices for different abilities.  
Wildflower hike will hopefully be available in July, if 
snow level is high enough.    We had a wonderful 
June hike to Skookum Falls. If you would like to be 
on our hiking email list for latest plans, let Sharon 
know at kenyonjs@comcast.net.      
 
CHILDREN’S CREATION CARE- 
Fun outdoor activities with nature 
on 4th Sundays, after the children’s 
message, for 4 years old (4 year olds 
need parent supervision) though 6th 
graders.  
 
Mark your calendars, and children wear 
“all weather- OK to get dirty” clothes & shoes 
for, July 23, and August 27. 
Any help is always appreciated.   
Call Sharon Kenyon to help 425-271-2080.  
 
CHURCH FOREST/WETLANDS  
Check out the Children’s Butterfly garden by the 
playground, the outdoor chapel, the creek, and over 
200 types of native plants. Each year we plant over 
100 native plants, and each year we add new 
species.   
  
We really need your help this summer!   
There is something for all ages and abilities.   
To get on landscaping list, call Sharon Kenyon  
425-271-2080 (H), 425-306-7089 (C)  
or email kenyonjs@comcast.net.  
 
July/August jobs will include: 
-Sprucing up playground area by weeding and 
clipping horsetails.   
-Restoration of Forest/wetland area by clearing 
invasive plants, salvaging and propagating and 
planting native plants. 
Wanted:  100 ferns: Sword, deer, wood, oak, 
maidenhair, licorice to plant in several places, 
including along the creek.   

mailto:kenyonjs@comcast.net
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Annual Conference Report By Lyndall Foulds and Donna Stock 
 

Our Annual Conference is the yearly business meeting of United Methodist people. 
Usually we meet as the Pacific Northwest Annual Conference (Washington and 
northern Idaho) but this year we joined with the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference 
(Oregon and southern Idaho) and met in Portland. Besides doing business and 

passing legislation, it’s also the time to network with other United Methodists in our area and to 
share what people are doing in ministries around our Conference. An equal number of clergy and 
lay people are sent to do this work. Lyndall Foulds, Donna Stock, Pastor Joyce and Pastor Carrie 
were the Fairwood members this year. 

 
Our new Bishop, Elaine Stanovsky, was officially welcomed and installed during 
the first evening of Conference, although she’s been serving as our bishop since 
last September. Elaine grew up in the Pacific Northwest so she is serving the 
people and congregations that she knows fairly well. She served the Rocky 
Mountain and Yellowstone conferences for the 8 years before coming back to us.  
Pastor Joyce and Pastor Carrie are appointed to serve Fairwood another year!  
 

With both Conferences meeting together, some of our time was spent in joint gatherings, lifting up 
vibrant ministries and celebrating good works. We didn’t have the usual time to debate certain 
pieces of legislation in smaller groups but there was overall less legislation to consider. We plan to 
reduce the number of districts on the west side from four to three. Fairwood is currently in the 
Seattle district, so we’ll have to wait to see which churches our superintendent Rich Lang will be 
caring for. With one less superintendent, it’s possible that they’ll have a dedicated Conference staff 
person to help those congregations which are smaller and face significant challenges. 
 
Sadly, we agreed to close eight congregations in our Conference this year, but we’re also 
projecting to start 7 new church or faith communities in addition to the 21 new ones that were 
started in the past few years. Where the old way of doing church no longer fits, we are envisioning 
new ways. We are truly trying to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of a changing 
world. 

 
Lately we’ve had opportunities for service and 
mission. Besides our church women sending 21 
quilts and blankets to be distributed in the 
Portland area, Lyndall and Donna bagged lots of 
potatoes in the Oregon Food Bank. Check out the 
good work that this non-profit organization is 

doing at:  https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/    
 

One part of Annual Conference that is meaningful are the worship 
services. At the service to install our bishop, we raised $30,000 for the 
Okanogan Rebuild effort. We have a memorial service for those clergy 
and significant lay people who passed away during the year. We also 
have a service of ordination for our new clergy and deacons. This year 
we ordained two new elders (those who’ve completed the full process of 
being ordained to preach, administer the sacraments and order the life of 
the Church) and commissioned nine new provisional elders and one new 
provisional deacon in the Pacific Northwest Conference.  

 
There is a link for more Annual Conference news and video on the Conference blog at:  
http://www.pnwumc.org/news/category/annual-conference/.   

https://www.oregonfoodbank.org/
http://www.pnwumc.org/news/category/annual-conference/
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FROM THE TRUSTEES 
 

Iris Bed or Bioswale??? 
 
 

Ever wonder about that lovely bed 
of yellow iris in the front lawn?  
Actually, that is a bioswale to clean 
the runoff water from our parking 
lots. The King County Water 
Surface Management staff has 
asked us to restore the original planting which had 
plants which did a better job of filtering the water 
than do the iris.  
 

Thus, the trustees will be taking out the iris soon to 
replant that area.  We want to do our part as a green 
congregation to protect our water environment.  
Please stay tuned to how you might be able to help 
with this project. 
 

The trustees have two major projects for the 
summer.  We are planning to use some of our 
current capital funds to replace the carpet in the 
Benedict Hall hallway.  The tears, mildew and wear 
tell us it is time.   We are looking at various options 
for inside the double doors. 
 

The second project is replacing the iris for water 
filtering plants in the bioswale in the front lawn.  As 
we discuss various options for doing this work, we 
will keep you all informed.  Anyone know of 
someone with a backhoe? 
   
   Joanne Flagel, Trustee Chair 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to 2017 Graduates! 

High School Grads: 

Sarah Snyder, Lauren Smith, Leo Smith, Bonnie 
Lengele, Emma Lengele, Shannon Lengele, Sydney 
Macauley, Kate Madden 

College Graduates; 

Kevin Stock, Nick Watson, Andrew Meyers, Daniel 
Meyers, Todd Clardy, Jennifer Porter, Joe Meyers 
and Laura Songras-Rosales.  

New Members & Confirmation 
 
We were delighted to welcome 8 new members 
through confirmation on Pentecost Sunday, June 
4th.  Having completed Confirmation Studies the 
following youth joined our church:   
 

Anika Wilson, Jordan Mallory, Nathaniel Smith, 
Ben Smith,  Emi Heinz, Katie Mantilla, Kelly         
Anderson and Emi Songras Rosales.  
 

We also celebrated the baptism of Nathaniel Smith 
and Kelly Anderson.  These young people along 
with their leaders, Pastor Joyce and Donna Stock, 
learned about the bible, ways to worship God, the 
history of the church - including the Methodist 
Church and our Fairwood Community United          
Methodist Church.  All of our youth are busy, talent-
ed and smart!  They play sports, are in choirs - vocal 
and band, were in plays, excel in school and are in 
leadership positions in Scouts.  We can be proud of 
the newest and youngest members of our church.  
 

On June 18th three new adult members joined our 
church by transfer of membership.  
 

Armando Espinoza transferred his membership 
from Tempe First UMC of Tempe, Arizona.  He has 
recently moved back from Arizona and now lives in 
the Fairwood area.  He is retired from Boeing where 
he worked in Human Resources.  Armando has 
three adult children in the area - and is delighted to 
be a grandfather.   
 

Cailin & T.J. Trimble were originally from Seattle 
but ended up working after college in Northern  
California. Cailin is a graduate of Cal Poly and T.J. 
graduated from UW. Cailin worked as an Assistant 
Architect and T.J. worked using his degree in        
Computational Linguistics. They moved home to 
Seattle last year.  They transfer their membership 
from Open Door UMC in Richmond, California.  
They have already joined the choir and the Heart for 
Others Task Force.  
 

We welcome these new members - and thank Joan 
Conrad, Liz Anderson and Mas Yamamoto for         
welcoming them, creating beautiful corsages and 
taking their pictures!   
 

Pictures of all our new members are on the wall by 
the office.  Take time to greet them all!!  
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  Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

2 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM 

Synergy Worship - 

Sanctuary 

3 

 
Office Closed for          

Independence Holiday 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 455 - Sanc-

tuary, M-7 

4 
Independence Day - 

Office Closed 

 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA - 

M-7 

5 
10 Walk: Soos Creek 

Trail (Gary Grant Pk) 

6:15 PM - 7:30 PM 

Summer Outdoor 

Worship - Outdoor 

Chapel picnic 6:15p, 

worship 7:00p 
6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Alanon - BH-3 

6 
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Samaritan Center 

sessions - M-1 

11:30 UMW Lunch - 

Fairwood Golf & CC 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA 

- M-7 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 

Trustees - Parlor 

7 
Pastor's Day Off 

8 

9 
Communion 
Youth Mission 

Commissioning 

 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM 

Synergy Worship - 

Sanctuary 

 

11 Heart for Others 

Team  

 
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Yarn Happening - 

Parlor 

10 

 
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

UMW Chicken BBQ Craft 

Group - Parlor 
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM Serv-

ing Renton Community 

Supper - Salvation Army 

HQ 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 455 - Sanc-

tuary, M-7 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Signs 

for Glory - Parlor 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM Wor-

ship Committee - BH-2 

11 

 
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM  

Samaritan Center ses-

sions - M-1 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM Staff 

Meeting - Parlor 

 
NO Yoga in July - See 

you in September 
 

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA - 

M-7 

12 
10 Walk: Lake 

Youngs Trail 

6:15 PM - 7:30 PM 

Summer Outdoor 

Worship - Outdoor 

Chapel picnic 6:15p, 

worship 7:00p 

 

 

 

 

 
6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Alanon - BH-3 
 

13 
 

8:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Samaritan Center 

sessions - M-1 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA 

- M-7 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 

Church Council - Par-

lor 

14 
 

Pastor's Day Off 
Workcamp Mission 

Team leaves for NC 
  

 

15 
 

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM Recy-

cle Event (Rosie Rourke) - 

church grounds & parking 

lot 
  
  

 
9:30 AM - 11:00 AM Adult 

Children of Older Parents - 

Parlor 
1:00 PM - 4:00 PM Bridal 

Shower (Natalie Kelly) - 

Kitchen, Parlor, MPR 11a-

5p 

16 
 

Workcamp Mission 

Team leaves for ID 

 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM 

Synergy Worship - 

Sanctuary 

 

17 

 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 455 - Sanc-

tuary, M-7 

18 

 
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM Sa-

maritan Center sessions 

- M-1 
4:00 PM - 5:30 PM Mem-

bership & Evangelism - 

Parlor 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA - 

M-7 

19 
10 Walk: Green River 

Trail 

6:15 PM - 7:30 PM 

Summer Outdoor 

Worship - Outdoor 

Chapel picnic 6:15p, 

worship 7:00p 
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 

Scoutmaster Meeting - 

Narthex 6:30-9p 
6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Alanon - BH-3 
 

 

20 
 

8:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Samaritan Center 

sessions - M-1 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA 

- M-7 
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

SPRC - BH-5 

21 
Pastor's Day Off 

22 

23 

 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM 

Synergy Worship - 

Sanctuary 

 
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Yarn Happening - 

Parlor 

24  
Vacation Bible Camp - 

Renton 1st UMC 8:45a-

3:00p 
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM Serv-

ing Renton Community 

Supper - Salvation Army 

HQ 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 455 -  

Sanctuary, M-7 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Signs for Glory - Parlor 
 

25 

 
Vacation Bible Camp - 

Renton 1st UMC 8:45a-

3:00p 

 
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM  

Samaritan Center  

sessions - M-1 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM  

AA - M-7 

26 
 
Vacation Bible Camp 

- Renton 1st UMC 

8:45a-3:00p 

 

10 Walk: Coulon Park 
6:15 PM - 7:30 PM  

 

Summer Outdoor 

Worship - Outdoor 

Chapel picnic 6:15p, 

worship 7:00p 
6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Alanon - BH-3 

27 

 
Vacation Bible Camp 

- Renton 1st UMC 

8:45a-3:00p 
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Samaritan Center 

sessions - M-1 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA 

- M-7 

28 

 
Pastor's Day Off 
Vacation Bible 

Camp - Renton 1st 

UMC 8:45a-3:00p 

29 

30 
Work Camp Sunday 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM 

Synergy Worship - 

Sanctuary 

31 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 455 - Sanc-

tuary, M-7 

1  AUGUST 
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM Sa-

maritan Center sessions 

- M-1 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 

Staff Meeting - Parlor 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA - 

M-7 

2 
10 Walk: Des Moines 

Creek Trail 

6:15 PM - 7:30 PM 

Summer Outdoor 

Worship - Outdoor 

Chapel picnic 6:15p, 

worship 7:00p 
6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Alanon - BH-3 
 

3 
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Samaritan Center 

sessions - M-1 
10:00 AM - 11:30 AM 

UMW Board - Parlor 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA 

- M-7 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 

Trustees - Parlor 

4 
Pastor's Day Off 

5 

BH = Benedict Hall 
MPR = Multipurpose Room (gym) 

 July 

Pastor Joyce at Lapwai Workcamp 

10 

NO Yoga this Summer! 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=odeiKsoC&id=AE0CA434A8AD541C6818DDBED754BD725540E110&thid=OIP.odeiKsoCcYFbeB-3b4KG0AEsEj&q=Youth+Mission+Trip&simid=608017618022173253&selectedIndex=0
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 
Work Camp Sunday 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Synergy 

Worship - Sanctuary 

31 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 

Boy Scout Troop 455 - 

Sanctuary, M-7 

1 

 
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Samaritan Center 

sessions - M-1 
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 

Staff Meeting - Parlor 

 
NO Yoga in August - 

See you in September 

 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA 

- M-7 

2  
 

10 Walk: Des Moines 

Creek Trail (carpool 

9:30) 
6:15 PM - 7:30 PM 

Summer Outdoor 

Worship - Outdoor 

Chapel picnic 6:15p, 

worship 7:00p 

 
  

 
6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Alanon - BH-3 

3 

 
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Samaritan Center 

sessions - M-1 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 

UMW Chicken BBQ 

Craft Group - Parlor 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA 

- M-7 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 

Trustees - Parlor 

4 
Pastor's Day Off 

5 

6 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Synergy 

Worship - Sanctuary 

7 
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

Serving Renton Com-

munity Supper - Salva-

tion Army HQ 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 455 - 

Sanctuary, M-7 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Worship Committee - 

Parlor 

8 
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Samaritan Center 

sessions - M-1 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA 

- M-7 

9 
10 Walk: Clark Lake 

6:15 PM - 7:30 PM 

Summer Outdoor 

Worship - Outdoor 

Chapel picnic 6:15p, 

worship 7:00p 

 
6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Alanon - BH-3 

10 
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Samaritan Center 

sessions - M-1 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA 

- M-7 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM 

Church Council - Parlor 

11 
Pastor's Day Off 

12 

13 Hike, Bike, Hybrid  
     Sunday      
Communion   
 

9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Synergy 

Worship - Sanctuary 
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM  

Yarn Happening - Parlor 

14 

 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 455 - 

Sanctuary, M-7 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Signs for Glory - Parlor 

15 

 
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Samaritan Center 

sessions - M-1 
4:00 PM - 5:30 PM 

Membership & Evange-

lism - Parlor 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA 

- M-7 

16 
10 Walk: Cedar River 

Trail 

6:15 PM - 7:30 PM 

Summer Outdoor 

Worship - Outdoor 

Chapel picnic 6:15p, 

worship 7:00p 
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 

Scoutmaster Meeting - 

Narthex 6:30-9p 
6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Alanon - BH-3 

17 

 
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Samaritan Center 

sessions - M-1 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA 

- M-7 
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

SPRC - BH-5 

18 
Pastor's Day Off 

19 

 
9:30 AM - 11:00 

AM Adult Children 

of Older Parents - 

Parlor 

20 
September Epistle Deadline 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Synergy 

Worship - Sanctuary 

21 
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

Serving Renton Com-

munity Supper - Salva-

tion Army HQ 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 455 - 

Sanctuary, M-7 

22 
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Samaritan Center 

sessions - M-1 
3:45 PM - 5:00 PM 

Preschool Council - M-

7 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA 

- M-7 

23  
 

10 Walk: Lake Wilder-

ness Trail 

6:15 PM - 7:30 PM 

Summer Outdoor 

Worship - Outdoor 

Chapel picnic 6:15p, 

worship 7:00p 
6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Alanon - BH-3 

24 
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Samaritan Center 

sessions - M-1 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA 

- M-7 

25 
Pastor's Day Off 

26 

27 
9:30 AM - 10:30 AM Synergy 

Worship - Sanctuary 

 
11:00 AM - 3:00 PM  

Yarn Happening - Parlor 

28 
7:00 PM - 8:30 PM Boy 

Scout Troop 455 - 

Sanctuary, M-7 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

Signs for Glory - Parlor 
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

Woodside HOA Board - 

BH-5 

29 
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Samaritan Center 

sessions - M-1 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA 

- M-7 

30 
10 Walk: Kubota Gar-

dens (carpool 9:30) 

10:00 AM - 11:30 AM 

Epistle Mailing - Parlor 
6:15 PM - 7:30 PM 

Summer Outdoor 

Worship - Outdoor 

Chapel picnic 6:15p, 

worship 7:00p 
6:45 PM - 8:45 PM 

Alanon - BH-3 

31 
8:00 AM - 8:00 PM 

Samaritan Center 

sessions - M-1 
7:00 PM - 8:00 PM AA 

- M-7 

1 SEPTEMBER 
 

 

2 

 

BH = Benedict Hall 
MPR = Multipurpose Room (gym) 
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Worship With Us This Sunday   

9:30 Synergy Blended Summer Worship Service 

 

Annual Chicken BBQ         
 

This year our annual Fairwood Community Chicken BBQ is scheduled 
for Saturday, September 9.This annual event is a Fairwood tradition 
that serves as a community-wide fund raising event. All are invited to 
visit our church, review our program offerings, and also feast on our 
wonderful alder smoked chicken. This event also provides a fund rais-
ing opportunity for the United Methodist Men and Women.  
 
The success of this event is largely dependent on a significant group 
on volunteers. Among the areas we will need your help are BBQ pit 
set up and tear down, chicken cooking, kitchen support, meal serving, 

ticket sellers, facility set up, tear down and clean up.  This is not a complete list of jobs, but you get 
the idea, it takes a village. We need many volunteers for this event to be successful.  
 
This year there are two ways to volunteer beginning is August. Sign-ups will be available via online 
through the church’s community life volunteer web site as well as in the narthex.   
 
Joe Meyers, Dick Mathias, Don Songras-Rosales  


